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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 


THE  TOWN  HALL, 

¥ESTON-SUPER-MARE . 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in 

1963. 


The  most  notable  feature  of  the  year  was  the  weather.  In  the 
first  three  months,  we  had  the  most  severe  winter  weather  for  at  least 
50  years,  but  despite  the  intense  cold,  and  the  inconvenience  due  to 
dislocation  of  normal  services,  the  health  of  the  town  kept  at  a 
remarkably  high  level.  The  people  who  suffered  most  were  the  elderly, 
especially  those  living  alone. 

Apart  from  the  weather,  there  were  no  other  outstanding  episodes 
directly  affecting  the  health  of  the  town  during  the  year,  but  I  must 
point  out  that  in  my  opinion,  the  Council  and  the  County  Council  missed  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  improve  the  health  of  future  generations  of 
Westonians .  I  refer  to  the  decision  of  both  Councils  not  to  approve  the 
addition  of  fluoride  to  the  water  supplies. 

Another  great  disappointment  to  me,  and  in  this  case  to  the 
Council  as  a  whole,  was  the  news  early  in  1  964  that  the  Minister  of 
Health  had  postponed  the  building  of  the  new  hospital  for  the  area. 

This  is  a  tragedy  which  will  affect  people  now  and  every  effort  must  be 
made  to  make  the  Minister  change  his  mind  again. 

Regarding  the  environmental  services,  vrork  on  the  Main  Drainage 
Scheme  is  now  nearing  its  completion  and  its  benefits  have  begun  to  show 
in  the  development  of  the  town.  The  demand  for  housing  does  not  seem  to 
get  less  and  its  provision  is  one  of  the  main  functions  of  a  District 
Council.  If  we  can  ever  sit  back  and  say  that  the  housing  "problem"  is 
solved  and  everyone  is  happily  settled  in  an  ideal  home  of  their  own 
could  we  not  also  say  that  the  life  of  the  town  is  stagnating? 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  and  of  other  Committees  with  which  the  Health 
Department  is  associated  and  the  Officers  and  staff  of  other  Departments 
for  their  assistance  and  co-operation. 

Yours  faithfully, 


D,  McGowan, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (including  foreshore)  .  7,006  acres 

Population  -  Registrar-General's  estimate  for 

mid— i  963  •  •  •  •  •  •  .  •  .  .  •  •  43 ,150 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1 963 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  • . , 

295 

275 

570 

Illegitimate  . . . 

...  23 

20 

43 

318 

295 

613 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  1  ,000 

population)  = 

14.2 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  1  .1  9)  = 

16.9 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  =  7.05b 

Stillbirths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

...  4 

6 

10 

Illegitimate  , . . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

4 

6 

10 

Stillb irth  Rate  (per  1  ,000 

live  and  stillbirths)  = 

1 6.1 

Total  live  and  stillbirths 

...  623 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1  year) Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

...  6 

5 

11 

Illegitimate  . . . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

6 

5 

11 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1  ,000  total 

live  births  =  18.0 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  =19*3 
Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1  ,000  illegitimate  live  births  =  Nil. 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4  weeks 

per  1  ,000  total  live  births)  =  9*8 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under 

1  week  per  1  ,000  live  births)  =  8.2 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  Deaths 

under  1  week  per  1  ,000  live  and  stillbirths)  =  24.1 
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Maternal  Deaths 


Nil 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  =  Nil. 

Deaths  Male  Female  Total 

328  364  6-92 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1  ,000  population)  =  16,0 

Corrected  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0,69)  =  11 .1 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  Registrar-General  gives  the  corrected  number  of  live  births  in 
the  town  as  6l 3  (31 8  boys  and  295  girls),  this  being  22  less  than  in  1962, 

Of  these  births,  43  were  illegitimate.  This  is  7.0  per  cent  of  the  total 
live  births,  as  compared  with  7.1  per  cent  in  1962. 

The  uncorrected  birth  rate  for  1963  was  14.2,  and  when  the  comparability 
factor  (1  .19)  is  applied,  the  corrected  birth  rate  was  16,9  per  1  ,000  of  the 
total  population,  compared  with  16.8  in  1962.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1963  was  18.2. 


BIRTH  RATES 


» 

1 

Year 

1 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1 

1963 

England  and  Wales 

15.2 

15.0 

15.7 

16.1 

16.4 

16.5 

17.1 

17.4 

18.0 

18.2 

Weston-super-Mare 

13.0 

14.5 

13.3 

14.0 

15.5 

16.7 

16.7 

14.8 

16.8 

16.9 

Percentage  of 
Illegitimate 

Births  to  Total 
Births  in 
Weston-super-Mare 

... «j 

5.2 

5.4 

2.3 

5.3 

2.0 

5.3 

5.7 

5.8 

7.1 

| 

7.0 

STILLBIRTHS 

The  registered  number  of  stillbirths  in  1 963  was  10  (4  males  and 
6  females),  of  which  none  were  illegitimate,  thus  giving  a  stillbirth 
rate  of  l6.1  per  1  ,000  total  births,  as  compared  with  14.0  i.n  1962, 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

Eleven  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  in  3963* 
compared  with  fourteen  in  1962,  These  eleven  deaths  give  an  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  of  18.0  per  1  ,000  live  births,  the  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole  being  20.9 «  Five  of  the  eleven  deaths  occurred  during 
the  first  week  after  birth.  The  Perinatal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants 
during  the  first  week  after  birth  plus  stillbirths)  was  24.1  per  1  ,000 
live  and  stillbirths. 
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INFANT  DEATHS  1963 


MATERNAL 


MORTALITY 


There  were  no  deaths  due  to  maternal  causes  in  1963. 


DEATHS 

After  correction  for  transferable  deaths  the  total  assigned  to  the 
Borough  by  the  Registrar-General  was  692  (328  males  and  364  females). 
This  is  1 8  more  than  in  1 962  and  gives  a  crude  death  rate  of  l6.0  per 
1 ,000  of  population.  When  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution  to 
make  it  comparable  with  other  districts,  the  local  death  rate  was  11  .1 
compared  with  12.2  for  England  and  wales  as  a  whole. 


DEATH  RATES 


Year  ,  1  934 

|  I 

1953  1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

VA  I 

CT\ 

. 9  .. 

1961 

1 

vo 

1963 

!  r 

t 

England  and  'Wales  |  11.3 

I 

11  .7  11  .7 

11  .5 

11  .7 

11 .6 

11  .5 

12.0 

11  .9 

12.2 

!  ! 

!  1 

j  Corrected  D.R. 

!  Weston-super-Mare  •  10.0 

1 0.6  1 1  .4 

10.7 

12.0 

11  .6 

11  .2 

1 1  .7 

11  .2 

11  .1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  -  1 963 


! 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Sex 

Total 

All  Ages 

Under 

L  weeks 

t 

4  weeks 

1  and  unde] 
;  1  year 

AGE  IN  YEARS 

1  " 

t 

5- 

1 

j  1 5— 

j25- 

|35- 

|45- 

|55- 

65- 

75  and  over 

1  .  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

M 

2 

. 

i 

i 

i  - 

i 

2 

- 

t 

- 

h 

F 

t 

— 

t 

; 

i 

- 

1 

■ 

i 

_ 

- 

;  a. 

j 

I  - 

j 

i 

9 •  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

M 

f 

1 

— 

i 

« 

- 

1 

: 

|  “ 

: 

j 

|  _ 

1 

1 

i  - 

i 

j 

1 

i 

F 

| 

I 

1 

— 

aa 

i 

1 

i  “* 

- 

- 

i 

f  — 

|  - 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

M 

7  : 

f 

j 

1  ™ 

: 

* 

i 

j 

i  - 

} 

7 

j  F 

8 

l 

— 

- 

{ 

: 

i 

i 

> 

i 

1 

i 

1  2 

5  | 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

:  M 

16 

— 

j 

- 

> 

{ 

» 

} 

£ 

1 

4 

( 

8 

_ 

F 

j 

t 

3 

— 

- 

: 

! 

j  - 

{  _ 

j 

j 

1 

i  1 

1 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

M 

-  j 

t 

i 

; 

t 

! 

i 

: 

i 

* 

j 

:  F 

« 

9 

- 

• 

a. 

: 

z 

i 

» 

i 

t 

!  2 

i  ^ 

1 

\ 

2 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

F 

2 

- 

- 

1 

: 

: 

f 

\ 

2 

aa 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

M 

35 

•a, 

a» 

a_ 

|  _ 

\ 

} 

I 

2 

1 

| 

1 

7 

17 

9 

F 

32 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1  2 

S 

- 

2 

1 

*  • 

4 

9 

15 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

'  M 

1 

i 

j  a. 

1 

i 

i  F 

1 

— 

- 

- 

j  1 

j  — 

: 

: 

— 

— 

l6.  Diabetes 

M 

1 

— 

a- 

{ 

r 

t 

j  a 

— 

■ 

a. 

1 

F 

1 

— 

- 

j 

i 

!  - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

M 

33 

— 

r 

- 

a 

4 

9 

20 

F 

78 

— 

! 

- 

- 

- 

4 

6 

18 

50 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

M 

84 

— 

— 

— 

aa 

1 

7 

15 

25 

36 

F 

36 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2  j 

25 

27 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

M 

5 

— 

_ 

2 

X 

F 

11 

- 

- 

1 

2  j 

3 

J 

5 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease 

M 

49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

_ 

2 

4 

14 

29 

F 

65 

** 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1  | 

1 

7 

56 

21  .  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

M 

13 

— 

— 

a. 

aa 

3 

2  ! 

8 

F 

20 

— 

- 

i 

*—• 

- 

- 

— 

j 

1 

5 

14 

22.  Influenza 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

__ 

a. 

a  | 

1 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

""  : 

- 

- 

1 

23.  Pneumonia 

M 

14 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

a. 

2  i 

j 

1 

10 

F 

21 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

a. 

j 

2  | 

4  ! 

12 

24.  Bronchitis 

M 

19 

— 

-  ; 

— 

— 

— 

L_,. 

2  I 

1 

3 

8 

6 

F 

9 

•• 

— 

1 

— 

— 

jm 

2  ! 

3 

4 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

M 

5 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

a. 

3 

2 

i 

F 

3 

— 

— 

—  1 

— 

— 

- 

i 

1 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

M 

3 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

a. 

i 

2  I 

1 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

M 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

! 

«a 

a 

a* 

1 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  | 

1 

- 

- 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

M 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

a. 

1  1 

a 

F  - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

•• 

1 

— 

-  r 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

M  1 

j 

i 

1 

«*■ 

t 

- 

- 

- 

- 

: 

t 

- 

1 

31  .  Congenital  Malformations 

M 

3 

1 

i 

j 

i 

1  ! 

— 

— 

j 

i 

1 

| 

F  j 

2 

— 

| 

i 

1 

— 

j 

: 

- 

•• 

t 

l 

- 

1  j 

{ 

• 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

M  j 

16 

3 

j 

? 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

a 

“*  j 

1 

i 

1  1 

6 

i 

4 

t 

{ 

F  i 

i 

27 

1 

i 

: 

a. 

I 

; 

**“ 

1 

l 

j 

t 

i  i 

14 

11 

53.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M  ! 

5  ; 

— 

: 

: 

1 

— 

z 

1 

i 

1 

aa 

1  i 

1 

1 

1 

F  j 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

—  j 

i 

- 

1 

a. 

—  i 

i 

- 

i 

t 

J4.  All  Other  Accidents 

M  | 

10  . 

- 

1 

» 

i 

1 

i 

a 

> 

— 

i 

1 

: 

1  ! 

2 

i 

5 

j 

F  ‘ 

1 

1 

11 

j 

— 

— 

— 

j 

— 

— 

1 

.. 

5 

j 

1 

6 

»5.  Suicide 

M  , 

1 

1 2 

- 

j 

— 

— 

; 

1  i 

i 

1 

i 

F  * 

1 

1 

1 

: 

t 

— 

i-  ; 

i 

"  : 

— 

1 

“  : 

- 

- 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


M 

F 


328 

364 


4 

2 


2 

3 


1 

2  ! 


6 

4 


18 

12 


49 

31 


!  101 

97 


144 

211 


_  ■ 

$ 

■u 

'.-I 

■ 

1 

5 

-b 

•• 

** 

■- 

I  !  II 


■  ■ 


i  I 


I  I 


■ 
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INQUESTS  ON  RESIDENTS 


Causes  of  Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Natural  Causes  ...  c  c  „ 

0  0  e 

0  0  • 

1 

- 

1 

Accidents,  directly  or  indirectly 

f  •  __ 

• 

Falls  in  home  . 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

4 

Falls  outside  home 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

1 

Road  Accidents 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

6 

Poisoning  -  coal  gas 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

7 

Poisoning  -  barbiturate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

Drowning  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

Electrocution  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

- 

1 

1 

Industrial  Causes:- 

Poisoning  -  trichlorethylene 

•  •  • 

1 

_ 

1 

Pneumoconiosis 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

1 

- 

1 

Suicide :- 

Hanging  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

Poisoning  -  barbiturate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Other:-  Insufficient  evidence 

to 

show 

how  death  was  caused. 

Poisoning  -  coal  gas 

000 

•  •  • 

— 

2 

2 

Poisoning  -  barbiturate 

♦  •  • 

000 

- 

2 

2 

F&H  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

•  •  • 

000 

1 

— 

1 

TOTAL 

19 

13 

32 

POPULATION 

REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S  ESTIMATE  OF  POPULATION 


IN  TiVESTON -SUPER-MARE  1  940  -  1  963 


(1931 

Census 

31  ,706) 

(1951 

Census 

40,396) 

1940 

•  • 

41  ,810 

1952 

•  • 

39,540 

1941 

0  0 

44,500 

1953 

0  0 

39,650 

1942 

0  0 

41  ,250 

1954 

0  0 

39,990 

1943 

0  0 

38,100 

19  55 

0  0 

40,330 

1944 

0  0 

37,930 

1956 

0  0 

40,300 

1945 

0  0 

37,470 

1957 

0  0 

40,600 

1946 

0  0 

38,890 

1958 

0  0 

40,800 

1947 

0  0 

39,590 

1959 

0  0 

41  ,150 

1948 

0  0 

39,710 

i960 

0  0 

41  ,110 

1949 

0  0 

39,830 

1961 

0  0 

42,450 

1950 

0  0 

40,210 

(1961 

Census 

43,938) 

1951 

0  0 

39,660 

1962 

•  • 

42,750 

1963 

•  • 

43,150 
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GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


I.  HOSPITALS 

When  in  1962,  the  Minister  of  Health  issued  his  Plan  giving  his 
priorities  for  new  hospital  building  in  the  Country  during  the  next 
ten  years,  it  was  a  great  disappointment  to  see  that  although  he  had 
in  mind  the  provision  of  a  new  District  General  Hospital  for  the 
Weston-super-Mare  area,  he  did  not  see  the  scheme  for  this  starting 
until  after  1 970-71 . 

However,  he  did  say  that  "the  programme  shall  be  reviewed  and 
carried  forward  annually,  so  that  there  will  always  be  available  an 
assessment  of  the  work  likely  to  be  started  over  the  next  ten  years. 

It  will  be  translated  into  action  by  the  award  of  starting  dates  for 
individual  schemes." 

During  the  following  year,  a  renewed  effort  was  made  by  all  those 
concerned  with  the  hospital  services  to  impress  on  the  Minister  the 
urgency  of  the  need  for  new  hospital  accommodation  in  the  area  and  it 
gave  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  all  to  see  that  in  his  first 
annual  review  of  the  Ten-Year  Plan,  the  Minister  had  brought  forward 
the  building  of  the  new  hospital  into  the  first  ten  years.  The  Regional 
Hospital  Board  immediately  formed  a  Project  Team  to  work  out  the  very 
complicated  details  of  the  planning  and  development  of  the  new  hospital, 
and  during  the  following  months  the  team  worked  extremely  hard  to  get 
the  initial  planning  phase  completed  to  schedule. 

It  was  therefore  with  astonishment  and  dismay  that  we  learnt  that 
in  his  second  Annual  Review  of  the  Plan,  the  Minister  had  decided  once 
again  to  postpone  the  building  of  the  Hospital  until  the  second  10-year 
period. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this,  I  do  not  know  the  reasons  for  the 
Minister's  change  of  mind,  but  presumably  they  are  mainly  financial. 

If  so,  one  would  imagine  that  it  would  be  reasonable  to  phase  the 
building  of  the  hospital  so  that  at  least  part  of  it  could  be  built 
now,  and  eventually  the  remainder  on  the  same  site.  There  would  then 
be  some  relief  to  the  existing  hospital  services. 

Meanwhile  all  that  can  be  done  at  present  is  to  renew  efforts  to 
make  the  Minister  change  his  mind  again.  Perhaps  he  may  do  so  in  his 

third  Annual  Review.  He  did  say  that  " -  the  programme  shall  be 

renewed  and  carried  forward  annually  - ." 


II.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

The  following  services  in  the  Borough  are  administered  by  the 
Somerset  County  Council. 


INPANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 


♦St.  Barnabas  Church,  Westbury  Crescent  ...  Monday  1  st  &  3rd  2.30 


-’‘Bournville  Public  Hall 

Central  Clinic  -  Congregational 

Baytree  Road  . 

♦Moorland  Road  . 

+St.  Martins  Church  Hall,  Worle 


in  month 

.  Monday 

2nd  &  4th 
in  month 

2.30 

Church  Hall Thesday 

Weekly 

2.30 

. . .  Yi/ednesday 

Weekly 

2.30 

. . .  Thursday 

2nd  &  4th 
in  month 

2.30 

. . .  Thursday 

1  st  in 
month 

2.30 

4.0  p.m. 

4.0  p.m. 

4.0  p.m. 
4.0  p.m. 
4.0  p.m. 

4.0  p.m. 


♦  Commenced  January  1964. 

+  Commenced  November  1963. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CLINIC  ATTENDANCES,  1 963 


Boumville 

Central 

Clinic 

Bay tree 
Aoad 

Moorland 

Road 

ft  orle 

i 

1  Total 

Total  attendance 
of  children  in  1 963 

| 

2,215 

3,298 

2,463 

1 

CO 

<Js  I 

r- 

28 

i  | 

J  1 

!  8,602  ! 

I 

No.  of  individual 
children  who 
attended  in  1  963 

387 

476 

367  ' 

154 

7 

| 

! 

i  i 

i  1,391  i 

HEALTH  VISITING  SERVICE 


There  are  seven  Health  Visitors  in  the  town,  and  the  following  is  a 
summary  of  the  Home  Visiting  work  in  1963* 


Visits  to  Ante-Natal  *ases 
Visits  to  children  under  3  years 
Visits  to  school  children 
Visits  to  old  people  ... 

T.B.  visits . 

Other  visits  . 


842 
11 ,355 
1  ,190 
920 
227 
2,427 


17,161 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  North-West  Somerset  Divisional  Executive  Area  covers  Weston-super- 
Mare  and  Axbridge  Rural  District.  There  are  almost  10,000  school  children 
in  the  area  in  schools  administered  by  the  Education  Authority,  more  than 
6,000  of  whom  attend  schools  in  Weston-super-Mare.  1,955  children  had  a 
routine  medical  inspection  in  school  and  in  addition  there  were  446  special 
examinations  and  1  ,082  re-examinations. 

The  Health  Centre  at  3  Neva  Road  houses  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic, 
Speech  Clinic,  Eye  Clinic,  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Child  Guidance  Clinic  and 
the  Family  Planning  Clinic,  in  addition  to  being  the  offices  of  the  Home 
Help  Service  and  the  Mental  Health  Officer. 


III.  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  -  Section  47. 

This  section  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  provides  for  the  removal 
to  a  suitable  place  of  persons  who  are  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  through 
age  or  disease,  and  who  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions.  This  step  is 
only  taken  in  extreme  cases  and  only  after  repeated  persuasion  has  failed. 
During  the  year,  no  case  was  dealt  with  in  this  way. 

FIRST  AID  POST  AND  CENTRE  FOR  LOST  CHILDREN 

The  First  Aid  Post  was  again  staffed  during  the  summer  seastn  by 
members  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade, 
and  the  Centre  for  Lost  Children  was  in  the  charge  of  a  Matron  appointed  by 
the  Police. 

In  1962,  the  Council  decided  to  reconstruct  the  First  Aid  Post  and 
Lost  Children's  Centre,  and  work  on  this  was  carried  out  during  the  winter 
of  1962-63.  The  new  premises  are  a  great  improvement,  and  all  those  working 
in  them  have  expressed  their  appreciation. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


During  the  year  the  water  supply  of  the  town  was  satisfactory  both  in 
quality  and  quantity.  104  samples  of  untreated  water  and  172  samples  of 
treated  water  were  examined  bacteriologically  and  33  samples  were  examined 
Chemically. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  greater  part  of  the  new  Main  Drainage  Scheme 
had  been  completed,  namely  the  Black  Rock  Pumping  Station,  the  Town  Trunk 
Sewer,  the  Town  Development  (industrial)  and  Housing  site  sewer,  the  Oldmixon 
Road,  and  Totterdown  Lane  Sewers,  the  Winterstoke  Road  Sewer,  and  the  vi/orle 
Trunk  Sewer,  Phases  I  and  II  and  III.  Work  on  the  final  part  of  the  Scheme, 
Worle  Trunk  Sewer,  Phase  IV,  had  begun. 

HOUSING 

During  1963,  the  Local  Authority  erected  154  houses.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  124  houses  were  in  course  of  erection.  Private  enterprise  built  135 
houses  in  1963  compared  with  130  in  1962.  In  addition  12  flats  or  dwellings 
were  gained  from  conversion  of  larger  houses. 

There  were  no  Old  Peoples  Dwellings  erected  in  1963,  but  at  the  end  of 
the  year  121  were  in  course  of  erection,  mainly  in  the  f^rm  of  blocks  of  flats. 
The  number  of  applicants  for  old  peoples  dwellings  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
210,  compared  with  1  80  at  the  end  of  1962. 

With  regard  to  the  general  waiting  list  for  Council  accommodation,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  this  totalled  775,  of  whom  522  were  classified  as  "urgent 
bona  fide"  cases.  Adding  the  waiting  list  for  Old  Peoples  Dwellings,  the 
total  waiting  list  for  Council  housing  comes  to  975.  Ten  years  ago,  at  the 
end  of  1953,  the  total  was  1058,  and  since  then  the  Council  has  erected 
1 ,424  houses.  Of  these  176  have  been  occupied  by  families  coming  to  the 
town  under  the  industrial  "overspill"  scheme,  and  1 67  by  families  rehoused 
from  the  various  clearance  areas.  This  still  leaves  1  ,081  new  houses 
occupied  by  families  on  the  general  waiting  list  and  by  elderly  people,  so 
that  it  would  appear  that  the  demand  for  Council  houses  is  insatiable. 

During  these  ten  years,  in  addition  to  the  houses  built  by  the  Local 
Authority,  private  enterprise  has  erected  1,807  houses.  The  Council  now 
owns  3,357  of  the  14,100  dwellings  in  the  t#wn,  i.e.  23 .8yi>  of  the  total. 

The  number  of  post-war  houses  erected  in  the  Borough  from  1st  April,  1945, 
to  31st  December,  1963,  is  as  follows :- 

(a)  Erected  by  the  Local  Authority  .  2,481 

(b)  Erected  by  Private  Enterprise  .  2,065 

The  number  of  applications  received  in  1963  for  "discretionary" 
Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1949  -  1954,  was  6l .  At  the 
end  of  the  year,  45  of  these  applications  had  been  approved,  44  of  which 
were  in  respect  of  owner/ occupiers .  The  average  cost  per  dwelling 
approved  during  the  year  was  £631  and  the  total  amount  of  grant  payable 
by  the  Local  Authority  was  £11 ,400. 

In  addition  to  the  "discretionary"  grants,  34  applications  for 
grants  to  provide  standard  amenities  were  received.  All  were  approved. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  A  N  1  OTHER  DISEASES 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  IT.  ,'ECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1  963 


! 

Total  cases 
notified 

1 

i  Diphtheria . . 

>  c  ® 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

— — - - 

1 

“ 

j  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ... 

9  0  • 

O00 

0  0  9 

0  0  0 

8 

|  Erysipelas . . 

•  0  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

000 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

2 

Measles  . 

•  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  »  0 

0  0  0 

382 

i  Whooping  Cough  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

*  0  * 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

- 

Acute  Encephalitis 

000 

0  0  0 

*  0  0 

0  0  0 

— 

Dysentery  . 

•  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

0  0  0 

O  0  0 

- 

Pneumonia  (all  types)  ... 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

12 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . . 

0  0  9 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

- 

Smallpox  . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0O0 

- 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

20 

Tuberculosis  ( n on- pulmonary) 

0  0  0 

9  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

“  ! 

f 

. 

As  can  be'  een  from  the  Table  above,  the  only. common  notifiable 
infectious  dis  .e  prevalent  daring  the  year  was  measles. 


FLUORIDATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Probably  i  j  most  controversial  subject  discvssed  in  the  Council 
Chambers  of  tb  Country  in  19^3  was  fluoridation  of  water  supplies. 

After  a  number  f  years  study  and  investigation  in  different  parts  of 
the  world  it  ha  I  been  shown  without  any  reasonable  doubt  that  in  those 
areas  where  fluorine  was  naturally  present  in  the  drinking  water  supplies 
and  in  areas  wT  're  it  was  naturally  absent,  but  where  it  had  been  added 
in  a  proportioi  of  one  part  per  million,  the  amount  of  dental  decay  in 
the  community  could  be  reduced  by  as  much  as  6C^.  In  19^2  a  Report  was 
published  on  the  results  of  trials  carried  out  in  three  different  areas 
in  this  country,  which  supported  what  had  been  found  in  other  parts  of 
the  world. 

The  Report  and  its  recommendation,  led  the  Minister  of  Health  to 
issue  a  Circular  to  all  Local  Authorities  saying  that  the  Minister  was 
now  ready  to  approve,  the  making  of  arrangements  with  water  undertakings 
for  the  addition  of  fluoride  to  water  supplies  which  are  deficient  in  it 
naturally.  This  meant  that  County  and  County  Borough  Councils  were  given 
the  opportunity  to  pro/ide  suitable  schemes  for  their  own  particular  area 
and  the  Somerset  County  Council  set  up  a  working  party  to  consider  the 
matter.  Before  reaching  a  decision,  however,  they  asked  for  the  views  of 
individual  County  District  Councils. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  Council  did  not  agree  to  the  principle 
of  fluoridation.  Similarly  when  the  matter  was  put  to  the  County  Council 
it  was  lost  by  a  narrow  vote.  This,  one  of  the  greatest  opportunities 
that  a  Local  Heal  cn  Authority  has  had  to  improve  the  health  of  the 
community  by  a  c  ;mparatively  simple  measure,  was  missed  -  at  least  for  the 
time  being.  I  i  a  certain  however,  that  common  sense  and  reason  will 
prevail  in  the  ■  A  and  the  principle  will  eventually  be  accepted. 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Ie  POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNISATION 

Between  1947  and  1957*  3?  cases  of  poliomyelitis  with  4  deaths  were 
notified  in  the  town,-,  Immuni  ;ation  with  Salk  vaccine  was  started  in  1957, 
and  since  then  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  has  occurred  in  the  town.  The 
Salk  vaccine  had  to  he  given  by  injection,  but  in  February  1962,  the 
Ministry  of  Health  authorise!  the  use  of  Sabin  vaccine  which  is  given  by 
mouth.  Naturally,  this  is  a  much  more  convenient  method  of  giving  the 
vaccine,  and  is  much  more  acceptable  to  both  children  and  adults.  The 
value  of  immunisation  has  f 1 ready  been  shown  by  the  fact  that  poliomyelitis 
is  now  a  comparatively  ram  disease,  and  it  is  hoped  that  before  long  it 
will  be  completely  elimina  ;ed  from  this  country.  The  following  gives 
details  of  the  numbers  who  were  given  immunisation  in  Weston-super-Mare 


in  1  963 . 

( a)  Primary  Immunisation 

Salk  Vaccine 
(by  injection) 

Sabin  Vaccine 
(by  mouth) 

Total 

Children  born  1943  -  1963 

52 

505 

557 

Young  persons  bom  1  933  -  1  942 

4 

25 

29 

Persons  under  40  years  of  age 
and  priority  groups 

5 

24 

29 

Total 

61 

554 

615 

(b)  In  addition,  482  people  (in  all  age  groups)  received  a 

reinforcing  dose  either  with  Salk  or  the  oral  vaccine. 

II.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS  (B.C.G.  VACCINATION) 

In  1956  the  County  Council,  as  the  Local  Health  Authority, introduced 
a  scheme  for  the  vaccination  of  children  against  tuberculosis.  B.C.G. 
(Bacillus  Ca.  met te -Guerin)  vaccine  is  used  and  the  offer  is  extended  to 
all  thirteen-year  old  children.  The  children  are  first  given  a  skin  test 
with  tuberculin  (Heaf  Test)  and  if  the  skin  reaction  is  negative,  they  are 
then  vaccinated.  Children  showing  a  positive  Heaf  Test  do  not  require 
vaccination. 

562  thirteen-year  old  children  in  Weston-super-Mare  Divisional  Area 
had  the  preliminary  Heaf  Test  and  of  these  44  were  found  to  be  positive, 
i.e.  7.8%.  The  remaining  518  negative  reactors  were  vaccinated. 

A  positive  Heaf  test  in  an  unvaccinated  child  means  that  at  some  time 
during  his  life,  the  child  has  been  infected  with  tuberculosis.  In  the 
great  majority  of  cases,  the  infection  has  been  overcome  and  is  no  longer 
active,  but  every  positive  case  found  at  the  routine  testing  each  year  is 
investigated  to  ensure  that  no  active  infection  is  present,  when  the 
B.C.G.  vaccination  scheme  started  in  1956,  about  14%  of  the  thirteen-year 
old  children  were  found  to  have  a  positive  reaction,  but  since  then  this 
has  dropped  gradually  until  now  it  is  about  7%*  This  improvement  has 
been  due  to  a  number  of  causes,  such  as  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  active 
infectious  cases  in  the  adult  population  and  also  the  scheme  for  the 
eradication  of  tuberculosis  from  dairy  cattle  and  therefore  from  the 
milk  supplies  of  the  country. 
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III.  DIPHTHERLa,  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  TETANUS  IMMUNISATION 

Again  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  in  1 962  and  since 
the  end  of  the  war  only  four  cases  have  occurred  in  the  town,  the  last 
being. in  1947.  The  last  death  from  diphtheria  occurred  in  1942.  During 
the  year,  502  children  received  primary  immunisation  against  diphtheria. 
446  children  were  immunised  against  whooping  cough,  and  470  were  immunised 
against  tetanus. 


IV. 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION  1963 

: 

'  Age  Groups 

!  * 

j.  Under  1 

1 

T-. 

- ,  - — 

| 

5-14  15  &  over  Total 

: 

i 

1 

{ 

P 

* 

P 

R 

P  R 

P  R  P  i  R  |  P  R 

. |  .1  1 

i  *ves ton- 

so 

12 

7  1 

!  |  | 

6  !  2  26  i  40  1 31  43 

super  62 

1  Mare 

297 

71 

5 

105  33 

329  :  359  j  433  !  1050  ■  1235  1  447 

i 

1 

i  Somerset  1963 

“1 

1084 

• 

- 

403 

2 

79  38 

j  1  1 

224  377  267  747  20571164 

'  County  1  962 

5452 

10 

1240 

36 

3099  81 3 

11391  7356  13881  121508.3506329723 

P  =  Primary  Vaccination  R  =  Re-vaccination 

The  difference  between  the  two  years  in  the  table  above  is  most 
striking,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  smallpox  was  prevalent  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  in  1962.  As  a  result  there  was  a 
tremendous  demand  for  vaccination  and  it  is  only  natural  that  there 
should  be  a  fall  below  the  average  number  vaccinated  in  a  year.  However, 
there  should  not  have  been  such  a  fall  in  the  number  of  children  under 
the  age  of  two  years  who  were  vaccinated,  and  as  there  are  about  600 
children  born  each  year  in  the  town,  it  is  most  unsatisfactory  to  have 
only  92  children  under  the  age  of  2  years  vaccinated  in  19^3.  Early 
childhood,  preferably  between  the  age  of  one  and  two  years  is  the 
recommended  age  for  primary  vaccination  against  smallpox.  It  should  not 
be  left  until  adult  life,  or  until  a  smallpox  "scare"  starts. 
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REPORT 


0  F 

THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

1  9  6  3 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  'Weston-super-Mare. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
administration  of  the  Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare  for  the  year  1963* 

Progress  continued  during  the  year  in  securing  the  repair  of 
unfit  houses.  Many  more  houses  are  now  being  purchased  by  owner/ 
occupiers  with  the  consequent  improvement  of  housing  standards.  YYe 
must  try  and  ensure  that  every  dwelling  which  is  to  remain  in  use  for 
a  reasonable  period  is  provided  with  those  amenities  regarded  as 
essential  in  a  modern  house.  It  is  evident  that  powers  should  be 
given  to  Local  Authorities  to  enforce  the  modernisation  of  houses. 

The  administration  of  food  hygiene  is  still  achieving  a  fair 
measure  of  success  but  there  is  still  room  for  considerable  improvement 
on  the  practical  aspects  of  food  handling  in  some  catering  establishments. 
I  feel  it  is  much  more  important  to  pay  attention  to  the  methods  and 
conscientiousness  of  a  food  vendor  than  to  the  impressiveness  of  his 
equipment  or  the  design  of  his  premises. 

There  is  still  too  much  wasteful  repetitive  sampling  of  foods 
which  are  nationally  distributed.  I  would  like  to  see  more  prior 
consultations  between  trade  quality  controllers,  public  analyst  and 
local  authority  officers. 

The  new  Meat  Regulations  came  into  force  in  October  and  it  is  now 
compulsory  for  local  authorities  to  carry  out  a  100%  meat  inspection 
service.  The  Regulations  require  the  inspection  of  all  home  killed 
meat  for  human  consumption.  To  finance  the  inspection  service.  Local 
Authorities  will  be  empowered  to  make  charges  to  the  trade.  The 
throughput  at  the  Abattoir  fell  well  below  the  anticipated  level  with 
a  consequent  fall  in  revenue.  A  minimum  weekly  income  negotiated  with 
the  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation,  the  occupiers  of  the  Abattoir 
however,  helped  considerably  to  reduce  the  deficit  in  estimated  income 
for  the  year.  The  normal  100%  meat  inspection  service  was  maintained 
at  the  Abattoir  throughout  the  year  although  shortage  of  staff  placed 
a  heavy  burden  on  the  inspectors. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  help  and  support  given  to  me  during  the  year  and  for 
the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  officers  and  staff  of  other 
Departments . 


I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.P.  LAWRENCE 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


It  is  now  generally  accepted  that  some  form  of  compulsion  will  have  to 
be  used  to  secure  improved  housing  conditions.  The  New  Housing  Bill  now 
before  Parliament  is  a  cautious  step  towards  higher  standards.  It  reaffirms 
the  five  standard  amenities,  widens  the  scope  of  the  standard  grant,  and 
introduces  a  new  standard.  A  local  authority  may  if  it  so  wishes  declare 
an  area  to  be  an  improvement  area. 

The  repair  and  maintenance  of  privately  rented  properties  still  creates 
difficulties.  The  high  cost  cf  building  work  and  controlled  rents  have 
created  a  position  where  it  : 3  difficult  to  execute  a  substantial  specification 
of  works  at  a  reasonable  cos*  .  There  is  the  added  difficulty  of  persuading 
builders  to  undertake  repair  work. 

The  present  low  standar  i  of  fitness  is  such  that  unless  coupled  with 
an  improvement  grant  which  v.  as  a  rarity  the  house  remained  substandard 
accommodation.  Owner  occupiers,  however,  still  continue  in  some  small 
degree  to  take  advantage  of  the  discretionary  and  standard  grant  schemes 
for  improving  their  properties,  but  the  grants  are  still  of  insufficient 
inducement  to  landlords  of  tenanted  houses.  This  is  unfortunate  as  these 
are  the  types  of  properties  which  require  improvements. 

Housing  Act,  1957 

Houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  for  which  orders  are 

still  to  be  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . .  Nil 

Houses  closed  or  demolished  under  Section  42  of  Housing  Act, 

1957  (Clearance  Areas) .  Nil 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  under  Section  1 7  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957  (individual  unfits)  .  2 

Houses  declared  unfit  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957  (capable  of  repair)  .  8 


Houses  made  fit  during  the  year 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

5 

Improvement  Grants 

A.  Discretionary 

Applications  received  „ „ „ 

9  9* 

9  9  9 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

6l 

Applications  approved . . 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

45 

Appli  ations  approved  in  respect 

of  owner/ occupiers 

durD  ng  year 

•  •  • 

9  0  9 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

44 

B .  Stands rd 

Applications  received  . 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

34 

Applications  approved  ...  ... 

9  ft  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

34 

No.  of  houses  where  Standard  Amenities 

have 

been 

provided  ...  ...  ... 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

17 

No.  of  applications  approved  in 

respect  of  i 

owner/ 

occupiers  during  year 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

30 

Rent  Act,  1957  -  Certificates  of  Disrepair 


No.  of  applications  received 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

Nil 

No.  of  certificates  issued  ... 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

Nil 

Housing  Inspections 

Housing  Act,  1957  . 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

162 

Re-VlSltS  999  999  999  999 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

154 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ... 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

242 

Re-visits .  ... 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

135 

Visits  re  Council  house  applications 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

66 

Visits  re  overcrowding 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

7 

Visits  re  verminous  premises 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

55 

Miscellaneous  .  ... 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

208 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


Number  of  caravan  sites  in  the  Borough  licensed  under  the  Caravan  bites 
and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1  961 

Holiday  Sites  .  7 

Residential  Sites  .  3 

Part  Holiday  and  part  Residential  2 

Site  owners  carried  out  considerable  improvements  to  their  caravan  sites 
during  the  year  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act,  i960.  I  feel,  more  particularly  in  regard  to 
residential  caravans,  that  insufficient  attention  is  paid  both  by  site  owners 
and  caravan  dwellers  to  fire  precautions. 

Mobile  homes  are  potentially  more  liable  to  fire  hazards  than  other  types 
of  habitation.  This  may  be  due  to  cramped  living  space.  In  my  opinion  two 
fire  fighting  appliances  are  essential  on  any  caravan  site  -  a  fixed  fire  hose 
and  the  individual  fire  extinguisher. 

The  problem  of  providing  suitable  sites  for  touring  caravans  is  still 
acute  and  there  is  virtually  no  site  available  in  the  Borough  for  this  type 
of  caravanner.  Lay-bys  and  waste  ground  are  normally  used  for  touring  caravans, 
but  as  sanitary  facilities  are  not  available  disturbing  public  health  nuisances 
soon  prevail . 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Routine  observations  were  carried  out  of  factory  chimneys  during  the 
year,  but  no  nuisance  from  smoke  pollution  was  recorded. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


1 

1 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 
houses 
( includ. 
Council 
Houses) 

All  other 
;  (includ. 
Business 
Premises) 

Total  of 
Cols.  1 

2  &  3 

j 

1 

Agricul-j 
ture  ! 

1 .  Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority's  District 

34 

14101 

800 

14935 

i 

16 

2.  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of 
notification 

9 

137 

38 

184 

No.  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by 

Common  rat  maj°r 
minor 

„  major 

House  mouse 

minor 

8 

1 

130 

5 

34 

4 

172 

10 

3.  Total  inspections  carried 
out  including 
re-inspections ' 

24 

519 

120 

663 

• 

I 

1 

.1 

4.  No.  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  the  L.A. 

i 

9 

133 

CO 

182 

,  ,  „  | 

j 

5 .  Total  treatments  carried  oul 
including  re-treatments 

24 

243 

50 

319 

I 

Warfarin  the  anti-coagulant  poison  for  the  control  of  rodents  was  used 
extensively  with  considerable  success.  The  sewers  were  baited  in  April  and 
October  and  the  small  number  of  "takes"  showed  that  only  minor  infestation 
of  the  sewers  had  taken  place. 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1  961 


INSPECTION  FOR  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) . 


No .  on 

j  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers  i 
Prosecuted 

1 

1  .  Factories  in  which 

Section  1  ,2,3,4>&  6 

are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

19 

20 

_ 

- 

2.  Factories  not  included 

in  1  ,  in  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

132 

97 

8 

- 

< 

!  3.  Other  premises  in  which 

^Section  7  is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority 

( excluding  outworkers 

premises) 

- 

Totals 

171 

117 

8 

.  CASES  in  which  defects  were  found 

1 

Number  of 

cases  in  which 

Number  of 

; 

! 

defects 

were  found 

cases  in 

t 

< 

which  pro-  : 

Found 

Remedied  Referred 

secutions 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

! 

i 

Inspector  Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

'  .  i 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

'  Unreasonable  temperature 

i 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilations 

1 

} 

(S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

I  “ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

1 

floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

] 

(a)  Insufficient 

A 

- 

1 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

7 

3 

_ 

7 

- 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

j 

— 

1  ; 

Other  offences  against  the 

i 

;  i 

| 

Act  (not  including  offences 

j 

• 

j 

relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

8 

5 

|   | 

8 

- 

.  OUTWORK  -  Sections  1  33  and  1  34  of 

the  Factories  Act, 

1961  . 

No.  of 

i 

outworkers 

Section  1  34 

m  August  list 

Notices 

required  by 

Served 

i  Section  1  33 

Wearing  apparel  (making,  etc 

I 

• 

1 

Cleaning  and  Washing) 

43 

" 
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SHOPS 


342  Inspections  were  made  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Shops  Acts  1934  -  1950,  dealing  with  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  shop 
workers,  general  closing  hours  and  hours  of  employment * 


MERCHANDISE  MASKS  ACT,  1926 

Numerous  inspections  of  various  imported  foods  were  made  for  the  purpose 
of  the  above  mentioned  Act,  but  no  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  recorded. 


ICE  CREAM 

21 3  premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation,  storage  or  sale  of 
ice  cream. 

Ill  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  a  satisfactory 
standard  was  maintained. 


Total  j  Hot  Mix 


! 

Samples 

1  . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

j 

1  January 

4 

2 

- 

- 

j 

2 

i 

J  February 

8 

4 

4 

;  March 

8 

6 

1 

1 

1  April 

! 

4 

4 

_ 

- 

_ 

:  May 

12 

9 

1 

2 

- 

:  June 

« 

12 

1 

7 

- 

July 

12 

7 

■2 

3 

2 

- 

August 

12 

4 

1 

2 

4 

September 

12 

4 

3 

3 

2 

October 

15 

9 

1 

4 

1 

November 

8 

5 

2 

1 

— 

December 

4 

3 

1 

— 

- 

Totals 

111 

58 

24 

19 

9  1 

T 

|  Percentages 

52.2 

21  .6 

17.1 

1 

8.i  : 

(l  unsuitable  for 
examination) 


CATERING-  ESTABLISHMENTS  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  changing  pattern  of  retail  food  distribution  now  throws  into  sharp 
focus  problems  of  efficient  and  hygienic  transport  of  food.  A  large  number 
of  retailers  simply  have  not  the  facilities  on  their  premises  for  receiving 
and  adequately  storing  bulk  goods.  Many  prospective  employees  have  no 
previous  experience  in  the  food  industry.  They  have  different  levels  of 
intelligence  and  are  varied  in  their  basic  standards  of  personal  hygiene. 

On  employment  it  is  essential  that  they  achieve  satisfactory  standards  of 
food  hygiene  quickly  and  all  personnel  should  receive  some  basic  food 
hygiene  instruction. 

It  is  estimated  that  as  much  as  3%  of  food  stuffs  in  this  country  is 
rendered  inedible  through  vermin  infestation.  Most  manufacturers  and 
wholesalers  are  well  aware  of  their  responsibilities  as  to  complying  with 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  as  regards  precautions  against  infestation, 
but  the  trouble  usually  originates  through  inefficient  storage  and 
distribution. 
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Catering  establishments  and  food  shops  were  again  inspected  at  regular 
intervals  and  in  many  cases  it  was  found  that  structural  improvements 
together  with  better  equipment  had  raised  the  standard  of  hygienic  food 
preparation.  The  availability  of  suitable  labour  for  food  preparation  and 
handling  was  still  a  problem  and  in  many  cases  unfortunately  the  kitchen 
staff  were  little  interested  or  trained  in  food  hygiene.  There  is  still  a 
considerable  gulf  existing  between  the  rigid  hygiene  control  exercised  in 
the  food  factory  and  the  almost  complete  ignorance  of  the  subject  displayed 
by  a  preponderence  of  these  operating  from  vehicles  and  outdoor  sales. 


FOOD  PREMISES 


Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Fishfryers  . 

Restaurants,  cafes,  snackbars,  etc.  ... 

Licensed  Premises  . . 

Hotels,  Private  Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses 


23 
49 
12 
1  02 
42 
6 

113 

48 

334 


Inspections  of  Food  Premises: 

Abattoir  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Bakehouses  . 

Butchers  shops  ...  ...  » . 

Catering  Establishments 

Confectionery  . 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

Fishmongers  . 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  . . 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Ice  Cream  Shops  and  Premises 
Licensed  Premises  ...  . . 

Mineral  Water  Factories 

Poultry  Packing  . 

Sweets  and  Tobacco  ... 

Chemists  Shops  . 

Foods  for  condemnation  . . 

Other  Food  Premises  ... 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 


831 

99 

194 

281 

74 

154 

59 

135 

90 

193 

63 
131 

12 

39 

64 
112 
112 

21 


Samples  Taken: 

Bottle  rinses  . 

Drinking  water  ...  . 

F  ood  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Swimming  Bath  Water  ...  ...  ... 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 

Unsound  Food  Condemned  in  the  Town: 


Meat 
Bacon 
Fish 
Cheese 
Flour 
Vegetables 
Butter 


•  •  •  • 


•  •  f  •  • 


84 

25 

152 

111 

257 

90 


471  £  lbs. 

130^ 

123 
196 
66 
2 


-20- 


Canned  Goods 


Meat  ... 

•  •  • 

a  •  » 

143 

cans 

Poultry 

...  1 

Vegetables 

•  •  • 

m  •  • 

171 

it 

Milk 

...  165 

Fruit  . . . 

•  •  « 

O  •  • 

469 

r- 

Ice  Cream  Mix 

2 

Fish  . . . 

•  +  • 

•  ©  0 

79 

Rice  . 

5 

Cream  . . . 

©  •  • 

•  ©  • 

2 

1 

Soup  ...  ... 

1 

Jam 

•  •  • 

•  j  • 

27 

jars 

Pies  . 

12 

Fish  Cakes 

©  ©  • 

coo 

U2 

’.03  „ 

PoV  0 

•  0  0  0  »  • 

...  9  pieces 

Melons . . . 

«  •  c 

O  •>  6 

20  C 

DAIB  ; 

S  AND  Ml 

:2L  SHOPS 

No.  of  Regis 

tered 

Distribi  to 

rs  =  60. 

No.  of  Registered  Dairy  P:  smises  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  =  9» 


257  samples  of  designated  milk  were  examined  and  the  results  were 
as  follows 


Designation 

Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory  j 

! 

Tuberculin  Tested 

11 

11 

Pasteurised 

242 

233 

9 

Sterilised 

4 

4 

- 

Several  compj.aints  were  received  during  the  year  from  people  who  had  been 
supplied  with  milk  in  dirty  bottles  or  in  bottles  containing  foreign  bodies. 
In  two  instances  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  a  firm  of  dairymen 
for  supplying  milk  in  bottles  containing  a  foreign  body. 

I  should  aga  n  like  to  stress  the  importance  of  consideration  being  given 
to  the  replaceme;  i;  of  the  returnable  milk  bottle  by  the  far  more  hygienic 
throw  away  carto  ,  The  question  of  misuse  of  bottles  would  then  be  entirely 
eliminated.  Unf» ■  L’tur.ately  it  appears  that  dairymen  are  not  prepared  at  the 
present  time  to  ear  the  additional  expenditure  involved  in  changing  over 
from  bottles  to  /axed  carters.  Unfortunately,  also,  the  consumer,  not  always 
an  advocate  of  I  /gienic  products  still  prefers  to  see  the  cream  line.  The 
pasteurization  c  milk  is  now  an  accepted  feature  of  milk  production  and 
routine  sampling  rarely  produces  unsatisfactory  results. 

SAMPLING  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

Gross  adulteration  of  food  and  drugs  has  virtually  disappeared.  It  has, 
however,  been  replaced  in  some  instances  by  more  sophisticated  means  of 
deception  such  as  misleading  labels  and  exaggerated  claims.  To  counteract 
these  deceptions  the  public  health  inspector  has  to  be  fully  conversant  with 
modern  trends  in  food  production  and  be  able  to  advise  on  the  complexities 
of  food  and  drugc  legislation.  I  feel,  in  future,  that  more  attention  must 
be  paid  to  sampling  for  possible  residual  pesticides  and  insecticidal 
contamination.  More  consultation  should  take  place  between  Food  and  Drugs 
Authorities  possibly  on  a  regional  basis  to  prevent  oversampling  of  various 
foodstuffs . 

An  advance  in  consumer  protection  would  be  the  gradual  introduction  of 
legal  standards  for  certain  foods  not  yet  controlled. 

Sampling  of  drugs  at  the  present  time  is  as  equally  important  as  the 
sampling  of  food,  and  is  an  essential  part  of  consumer  protection.  Some 
items  of  drugs  are  particularly  liable  to  deterioration  in  storage  and 
should  be  frequently  sampled. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 


The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  for  the  year  1  963  was  152. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Description 
of  Sample 

Result  of 
Analysis 

No.  of 
Sample 

Description 
of  Sample 

Result  of 
Analysis 

1 

Lollies 

Genuine 

2 

Ice  Cream 

Genuine 

1 

Sweetening  Pellets 

tt 

1 

Cooking  Oil 

tt 

1 

White  Clover  Honey 

11 

1 

Mixed  Pickled  Baby 

1 

Sliced  Beetroot 

t! 

i 

Beets 

Unsatis . 

1 

Soya  Flour 

M 

1 

Chili- Con-Corne 

Genuine 

1 

Suenut 

tt 

1 

Pommel 

ft 

1 

Beeforoni 

n 

1 

Onion  Sauce 

Unsatis . 

1 

Biosalt 

n 

label 

2 

Margarine 

ft 

1 

Smoke  Oyster  Spread 

Genuine 

1 

Spaghetti  Dinner 

tt 

1 

Vienna  Sausage 

tt 

1 

Evap.  Separated  Milk 

1 

Minced  Beef  &  Gravy 

Unsatis . 

&  Veg.  Fat 

tt 

label 

1 

0 range x 

tt 

1 

Lamb  Tongues 

Genuine 

1 

Date  Sponge  Pudding 

tt 

1 

Lemon  Curd 

tt 

1 

Fruit  Salad 

tt 

2 

Mincemeat 

tt 

1 

Fruit  Salad 

Unsatis . 

1 

Casserole  Meat  with 

Unsatis . 

label 

1 

Gravy 

1 

Stuffed  Pork  &  Meat 

1 

Stewed  Steak  with 

Roll 

Genuine 

Gravy 

tt 

1 

Chippies 

tt 

1 

Le-Ka-Ri 

Genuine 

1 

Gravy  Salt 

tt 

1 

Onion  Flakes 

ft 

1 

Instant  Jelly 

n 

1 

Dyor  Mustard 

ft 

1 

Instant  Chiffon 

tt 

1 

Petites  Asperges 

tt 

1 

Frig-ice 

tt 

1 

Ground  Nutmegs 

tt 

1 

Meringue  Powder 

tt 

1 

Instant  Bread  Sauce 

ft 

1 

Glucodin 

tt 

1 

Evap. Full  Cream  Milk 

tt 

1 

Cold  &  Influenza  Mixture  " 

1 

Garden  Peas 

tt 

1 

Boric  Ointment 

tt 

1 

Steak  &  Kidney  Pudding  " 

1 

Compound  Syrup  of  Camphor  " 

1 

Fruit  Filling-Pineapple  " 

1 

Compound  Senna  Mixture 

n 

1 

Instant  Milk  Set 

tt 

1 

Friars  Balsam 

1 

Stewed  Steak  &  KidneyUnsatis . 

1 

Sal  Volatile 

" 

with  Gravy 

label 

1 

Diced  Carrots 

tt 

1 

Beef  Steak  &  4  Veg. 

Genuine 

2 

Evap.  Milk 

tt 

with  Gravy 

1 

Broad  Beans 

1 

Vykmin 

ft 

1 

Chocolate 

Doubtful 

1 

Blackcurrant  Juice 

1 

Condensed  Machine 

Syrup 

tt 

Skimmed  Milk 

Genuine 

1 

Tomato  Juice 

tt 

3 

Pork  Sausage 

tt 

1 

Fynnon  Salt 

tt 

2 

Beef  Sausage 

" 

1 

Soy  Sauce 

tt 

1 

Cherryade 

Unsatis.  j 

1 

Oysters 

tt 

2 

Lemonade 

Genuine 

1 

Hamburger  Relish 

tt 

2 

Chicken  Supreme 

» 

i 

1 

Corn  Relish 

It 

2 

Sardines  in  Tomato  Sauce  " 

1 

Pure  Butter 

ft 

1 

Pilchards  in  Tomato  Sauce  " 

1 

Gin 

tt 

2 

Sliced  Bacon 

tl 

1 

Whisky 

tt 

2 

Lemon  Essence 

ti 

1 

Rum 

ft 

1 

Citric  Acid 

tt 

1 

Almond  Marzipan 

tt 

1 

Orange  Juice 

tt 

1 

Slim-u-ettes 

Unsatis . 

1 

Irish  Stew 

Unsatis . 

label 

label 

1 

Pure  Glycerine 

Genuine 

1 

Dandelion  Coffee 

Genuine 

1 

Rice  'Pudding 

ft 

.  1 

Flat  Bread 

tt 

1 

Beef  with  Veg.&  Gravy 

1 

Cheese  with  Beer 

it 

1 

Icing  Sugar 

Unsatis . 

1 

Caro  Instant 

" 

label 

1 

Pepper  Sauce 

tt 

1 

Grapefruit  Segments 

Genuine 

1 

Unsweetened  Lemon  Juice 

1 

Custard  Powder 

tt 

1 

Lyohees  in  Syrup 

tt 

1 

1 

Jelly 

ft 

2 

Strawberries  in  Syrup 

it 

1 

Brown  Bread  Mix 

1 

Yoghourt 

" 

1 

Home  Bread  Mix 

ft 

1 

Redy  Brek 

tt 

1 

Grapefruit 

1 

Beef  Savoj  xes  in  Gravy 

" 

1 

Lamb  Chops  &  Sausages 

1 

Compound  Syrup  of  Figs 

it 

1 

Garlodex 

TV 

1 

Backache  Pills 

It 
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DRINKING  WATER 


25  samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  analysis  from  taps  in  the  district 
were  submitted  with  satisfactory  results. 


Sw  IMMING  BATH  WATER 

90  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  from  the  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  and 
Knightstone  Baths  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  estimated  average  number  of  bathers  daily  during  the  season  were  as 
follows 

Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  ...  1  ,370 

Knightstone  Baths  .  870 


1 

j  Name  of  Bath 

Water 

Treatment 

Main 

Sea  Other 

Recirculation 

Filtration 

Chlorination 

Automatic  Hand 

The  Pool 

Sea 

4i 

-  5  hours 

Pressure 

Yes 

1  Knightstone  Bath 

Sea  1 

-  6-gHours 

Pressure 

Yes 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  only  offensive  trade  operating  in  the  Borough  is  that  of  gut  scraping 
at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER.  1937 

There  are  17  licensed  collectors  in  the  Borough. 

Inspections  made  =6. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT.  1931 

The  number  of  premises  licensed  to  keep  pet  animals  in  the  Borough  is  3« 
Inspections  made  =  3. 

POULTRY  PACKING  ESTABLISHMENTS 


No.  of  Poultry  Packing  Establishments  in  the  District  =  1  . 
Approximate  weekly  kill  ...  10,000  to  15,000 

SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits 

Nuisances  or  complaints  . 

Cinemas  and  Public  Buildings  . . . 


Drainage : 

Cesspools  . 

Inspections  ... 

Tests ...  ...  ... 

Dustbins . . 

Infectious  Disease  visits 

Visits  re  food  poisoning 

Interviews  with  owners,  etc. 

Offensive  accumulations 


7,058 

215 

5 


30 

208 

30 

25 

15 

19 

580 

134 


Public  Conveniences 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

31 

Public  and  Private  Refuse 

Tips 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

393 

Smoke  Abatement  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

18 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4  •  • 

...  40 

Caravan  Sites  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

178 

Noise  Nuisance  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

28 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  DISINFECTIONS.  ETC. 


Rooms  Articles 

Tuberculosis  .  1 

Cancer  .  _  5 

Not-notifiable  Diseases  1  88 

Vermin  . 1 8  AO 


20  133 


Articles  destroyed  =  8 

The  Sparkhall  Disinfecting  Station  situated  at  the  Council's  Mendip  Depot 
operated  satisfactorily  during  the  year  and  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding 
were  disinfected  or  disinfested  as  required. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  new  Meat  Regulations  which  came  into  force  on  1st  October,  1963,  require 
100%  meat  inspection.  Fortunately  this  Authority  has  for  a  number  of  years  been 
able  to  put  this  requirement  into  effect,  but  throughout  the  country  the  problem 
has  been  aggravated  by  insufficient  qualified  inspectors  being  available  to 
undertake  these  duties.  I  feel  that  a  planned  concentration  of  slaughterhouses 
should  have  preceeded  these  Regulations. 


The  following  salvage  was  handed  on  to  the  Ministry  of  Food's  Agent  for 
residual  recovery  purposes 


Condemned  Meat 
Non-edible  offals,  etc. 

Total 


Tons 

cwts . 

qrs . 

lbs 

33 

7 

0 

26 

340 

10 

1 

0 

375 

17 

1 

26 

Animals  Killed  at  the  Public  Abattoir 


1956  | 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Pigs 

18,981  ! 

15,204 

20,535 

16,990 

15,693 

( 18,126 

21  ,355 

19,897 

Sheep 

25,351  : 

25,793 

30,371 

47,194 

44,095 

:  48,402 

38,619 

19,628 

Calves 

3,716 

2,708 

1  ,664 

1,437 

1,159 

947 

872 

528 

Beasts 

9,100 

8,714 

12,077 

8,064 

7,749 

Ml  ,227 

10,681 

9,775 

Difference  from  the  year  1 962 
Cattle  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

-906  -  344  -  18991  -  1458 

being  a  decrease  of  21  ,699  animals  over  1962. 
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follows:-' 

1954 

1 955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 


including  rentals 
Abattoir  Rentals  . . . , 


and  tolls  etc.  as  below. 


Car  Washing  Fees  . . 

Sale  of  manure  to  Parks  Committee 


etc . 


and 

Cattle 

Market 


Tolls 


rentals 

was 

5,605. 

19. 

6,741  . 

17. 

9,162. 

2. 

8,706. 

17. 

10,541  . 

15. 

10,806. 

16. 

10,956. 

.  5. 

12,890. 

17. 

12,585. 

9. 

11 ,811  . 

6. 

1  ,667. 

2. 

7. 

15. 

109. 

7. 

173. 

3. 

5. 

6. 

10. 

10. 

6. 

7. 
1  . 
6. 
4. 
0. 

6 . 
6 . 
6. 


0. 


DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  total  weight  of  diseased,  unsound  or  injured  meat  and  organs 
condemned  was:- 


Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Tuberculous  Meats 

Beef  and  organs  including 
1  carcase,  2  quarters 

and  offals  .  3  10  8 

3  carcases  of  Pork  and 

offals .  «■> .  4  3  16 


Non-Tubercul  us  Meat:- 

Beef  and  organs  including 
23  carcases ,  40  quarters 
and  offal .  . . .  ... .  1'7 

Calves  and  organs  including 
23  carcases  and  3  quarters 

Sheep  and  organs  including 
126  carcases  and  47  quarters  4 

Pigs  and . organs  including 
97  quarters  .  11 


11  1.9 

9  2  6 

15  3  21 

19  .3  22 


Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 


10  1  24 


Total  weight  of  all  condemned  meat 


35  7  0  26 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  during  year : — 


i 

i 

! 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

1 

Pigs 

» 

*  } 

1 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

6031 

3740 

— 

528 

19628 

i 

19897  ' 

; 

Number  inspected 

6031 

- — - - 

3740 

— - - - — 

528 

19628 

19897  j 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

13 

10 

23 

126 

1 - j 

j  I 

95  ! 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

732 

1565 

6 

1952 

i 

i  4819 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticercosis 

12.3# 

42.1% 

5.5% 

10.5% 

i  ; 

i  1 

24.6%  j 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

10 

j 

132  i 

• 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

.18# 

- 

! 

! 

.6% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

95 

18 

Carcases  submitteo  to 
treatment  by  refr:  geration 

95 

18 

- 

_  1 

G-eneralised  and  totally 
condemned 

— — - — 

j 

( 

Weight  of  meat  condemned 
(in  lbs.)  for:- 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

416 

208 

548 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

3244 

1616 

- 

] 

_  j 

1 

(c)  Other 

25060 

12529 

1060 

10745 

27174  : 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned 

28720 

14353 

1060 

10745 

27722  1 

1 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT 


19  6  3 

The  year  1  963  will  be  remembered  for  the  very  cold  weather  experienced 
for  such  a  long  period  during  the  winter  months.  Although  there  was  a 
deficiency  of  sunshine  of  about  200  hours  on  the  10-year  (1938-62)  average, 
rainfall  was  slightly  below  average.  The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was 
also  below  average.  June  was  the  sunniest  month  with  200.6  hours,  November 
the  wettest  with  5*02  ins  of  rain,  July  the  wannest  with  a  mean  temperature 
of  6l  .3,  and  January  the  coldest  with  a  mean  temperature  of  28. 

A  total  of  1426.8  hours  of  sunshine  were  recorded  during  the  year, 
whereas  the  10-year  average  is  1  621  .2  hours.  January,  February  and  December 
were  the  only  months  with  sun  hours  above  the  10-year  average,  and  January 
and  February  also  having  the  highest  amount  of  sunshine  since  1959  and  1957 
respectively.  April  (apart  from  1 961  )  had  the  lowest  for  that  month  since 
1913,  while  May,  June,  August  and  October  had  the  lowest  since  1954,  1958, 
1958,  and  1946  respectively. 

Rainfall  for  the  year  was  29.68  ins,  the  10-year  average  being  30.52  ins. 
January  (0.41  ins)  had  the  lowest  rainfall  since  records  were  started  in 
1883  -  10-year  average  being  2.94  ins.  May  and  December  had  the  lowest  since 
1959  and  1926  respectively,  while  March,  April,  June  and  November  had  the 
highest  since  1947,  1953,  1958  and  i960  respectively.  January  had  14 
consecutive  days  and  September  and  December  had  1  2  consecutive  days  when  no 
measureable  rain  was  recorded. 

January's  highest  maximum  temperature  of  40  was  the  lowest  since  1 91 1  - 
only  on  two  occasions  since  that  date  has  the  maximum  not  reached  30  (1940 
and  1942),  and  the  minimum  temperature  of  1 3  was  the  lowest  since  1940. 

The  mean  temperature  of  28  was  the  lowest  for  at  least  the  past  50  years. 
Another  record  for  January  occurred  on  the  22nd,  when  the  temperature  taken 
at  9  a.m.  was  only  16.7,  such  a  low  temperature  recorded  at  that  time  of  day 
has  only  occurred  on  3  occasions  since  1940  -  January  21st,  1940  (13.9), 
January  29th,  1945  (l6.2)  and  January  29th,  1947  ( 1 6 .6)  . 

February  also  recorded  a  low  maximum  temperature  of  46  -  lo?/est  since 
1947.  Only  on  4  occasions  during  the  past  50  years  has  the  highest  maximum 
temperature  in  February  not  exceeded  50  -  1942,  1947,  1956  and  1963. 

May's  maximum  temperature  of  77  was  the  highest  since  1953,  and  80 
recorded  in  July  was  the  highest  for  the  year.  June  was  slightly  warmer 
than  in  the  two  previous  years,  as  a  maximum  temperature  of  70  and  over  was 
recorded  on  9  days,  whereas  1962  and  1961  recorded  only  7  and  4  days 
respectively.  August  on  the  other  hand  had  only  3  days  with  a  temperature  of 
70  and  over,  as  compared  with  1962  -  2  days,  1  961  -  9  days,  i960  -  6  days, 
and  1  959  -  1 9  days .  The  lowest  minimum  temperature  of  44  recorded  in  October 
was  a  comparatively  high  reading  for  that  month,  as  it  is  the  first  time  it 
has  occurred  for  over  50  years.  May,  June,  October  and  November  were  the 
only  months  when  the  mean  temperature  was  above  average. 

Ground  frost  was  recorded  every  day  during  January,  with  25°  recorded 
on  22nd  and  23rd  -  the  highest  since  1940.  February  had  ground  frost  on  22 
days,  the  highest  amount  being  17  on  4th  and  25th,  while  December  had  15  days, 
the  highest  amount  occurring  cn  24th  (l6).  Unfortunately  the  records  for 
March  are  incomplete,  as  hooligans  again  broke  the  grass  minimum  thermometer 
on  the  night  of  March  7th/8th  and  a  new  thermometer  was  not  installed  until 
March  29th. 

Some  snow  remained  lying  on  the  ground  throughout  January,  and  the 
total  depth  (not  including  drifts)  was  approximately  11  ins  at  9  a«m*  on 
4th,  while  in  February  snow  remained  on  the  ground  until  the  26th,  a  total 
depth  of  4  ins  on  11  th. 

Although  gales  (force  8  or  more)  occurred  only  on  1 3  days  during  the 
year,  winds  of  force  7  were  reached  on  1 7  days. 

Fog  was  recorded  on  1  7  days,  the  densest  occurred  on  Januaiy  26th 
with  visibility  approximately  44  yards. 
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*29  days  only  Incomplete  -  Grass  minimum  thermometer  broken. 

+From  January  1st,  19&3>  ground  frost  to  be  recorded  only  when  grass  minimum  thermometer  reads  below'32°F 

and  not  '32  or  below'  as  previously. 
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